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Sir: 

This is in response to the official action dated June 4, 2002, wherein the claims were 
variously rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, first and second paragraphs, 35 U.S.C. §102(a) and 
35 U.S.C. §102(b). This response is timely filed as it is accompanied by a petition for an 
extension of time and the requisite fee. 

The applicants respectfully traverse the rejections of the claims in view of the 
following amendment and remarks. 




L Amendment 

Please amend the application as follows. 
IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Please amend the paragraph at page 5, lines 6-9 of the specification as 
follows. ■ 



The present invention also provides novel composite plasmids that contain at least 
part of an active substance resistance region. 



IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 2 and 3 as follows. 
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2. (Amended) A plasmid capable of autonomous replication in bacteria of the 
genus Corynebacterium, said plasmid comprising: 
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